HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 16th July 2026 in Hanley Swan Village Hall. 

Present: Councillors: Sue Roberts (Chairman), Angela Hartland, Pippa Barkley, Steve Pennant, Alex Walker, Sara Beadon.

Apologies: Cllrs Adeney & Child, C&DCllr Tom Wells, PC Kev Johns, Nick Harper (Pond Warden).

In Attendance: The Clerk, Graham Holmes (PFW), 6 parishioners.

91/26 Welcome and Apologies: Cllr Roberts welcomed everyone to the July Meeting held on another beautiful summer evening and accepted the apologies received by the Clerk.

92/26 Declarations of Interest & Dispensation Requests from Councillors 
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded that this must be kept up to date.
b) Dispensations. No requests had been made.

93/26	Minutes: The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 18th June 2026 had been previously circulated and were approved.

	The Meeting was opened up to members of the public. The Picken End development visibility issue caused by the fencing was discussed again. It was agreed to mention to MHDC planning to see if they would be able to get it moved back slightly.  
ACTION: Clerk to contact MHDC re Picken End Fence.

94/26	Matters Arising and Progress Reports for information: 
a) Action list – was considered and the actions updated.
b) The allotments were discussed and it was confirmed that, at present, a flat rate of £32 a year was paid which included water. There is a water meter. A list of all allotment holders had been passed to the Clerk. 

95/26	Finance:   
a) To consider and APPROVE any payments - The payments in Appendix 1 were agreed.
 	
96/26 Planning:   
a) To Consider the following applications referred by MHDC for consultation: 

	M/26/01004/FUL
	Unit 5 Hanley Workshops Hanley Swan Worcester WR8 0DX
	Proposed Change of Use from Light Industrial Unit, (formerly falling within Use Class B1(c)) to Gymnasium (Use Class E(d)).

	No Objection



b) To Consider applications received after the Agenda issued: There were none.

c) Planning Decisions:
	M/26/00797/GPDE
	Appletrees Hanley Swan Worcester WR8 0DN
	Prior Notification for larger home extension – single storey rear extension
	Decision – Other – prior approval not required.

	M/26/00832/CCO
	Badgers Church End Hanley Castle Worcester WR8 0BL
	Discharge of Condition 4 (surface water drainage systems) of Planning Permission number M/25/00755/FUL
	Application Approved

	M/26/00734/FUL
	Units 2 And 3 Hanley Workshops Hanley Swan
	Erection of a Sports Hall and stationing of 2 mobile classrooms
	Application Approved

	M/26/00477/LB
	Pool House Hanley Road Upton Upon Severn
	Proposal is to repair and repoint mortar to east facing wall
	Application Approved




Planning Appeals: None 

   97/26 District and County Councillors’ Reports: Monthly Report Circulated.

98/26 Reports of the:
a) Parish Paths Warden (Steve Pennant) – A solution for the blocked footpath by the incinerator was being put in place. A new bridge had been installed on one footpath.
	b)  Pond Warden (Nick Harper)  - Pond report read out.
c)  Playing Field Warden (Graham Holmes) – Police had visited the children that started the fire on the playing field.  
d) Allotments (Hillary Fowler/Clerk) – tenancy agreements had been drawn up and a meeting set with Solicitor to sign the contract for the lease.
e) Local Police (Kev Johns) – Monthly Report circulated
f)  Parish Plan (Steve Pennant) – 600 questionnaires had been printed and virtually all had been distributed. Over 40 responses had been received to date with over two weeks left until the deadline. All information would be input into the online form to enable analysis.  
g)  Tree Warden (Steve Pennant) – The oak tree by Four Winds, Gilberts End, discussed at the previous meeting, had been felled. 

 

 99/26 Highways Matters
a) Road Safety Matters – The policeman had been stolen from outside the shop. Tom Wells said he would fund the 20mph flashing signs outside HCHS but he was also conducting a review of the 40mph limit to see whether it should be reduced to 30mph.  It was agreed to await the outcome of the review before pressing for any other measures.
b) Works for Lengthsman or Reporting to MHDC/WCC – Nothing for the Lengthsman.
ACTION: Report the Hanley Swan sign near Coverside which was damaged. Ask Highways about the progress of the Gilberts End sign.  

100/26	Hanley Environment Group 
	a) Communication strategy was being worked on. There was a collaborative effort of showing the National Emergency Briefing film. Five events were in the pipeline to enable as many people to watch it as possible.  
	b) GDPR Regulations – The Parish Council is ICO Registered due to the information it holds, which is mainly email addresses.

101/26	Parish Council Policies Review
	a) Scheme of Delegation – signed off
	b) Training & Development Policy – signed off
	c) Code of Conduct - signed off.
ACTION: Provide a standard front cover for all policies with review dates.

102/26	Correspondence
	a) Social Media Guide - circulated
b) Truckfest – email received asking why there wasn’t any horn blowing during the morning. It was confirmed that there had been plenty later in the day.
c) Notice of Withdrawal of FOD District Plan – circulated.
d) Carport on Roberts End -response of requested conditions sent to MHDC.
e) Smart Water Signage – smaller ones to be placed by the business parks and locations for larger signs suggested by Smart Water approved.

103/26 Topics raised by Councillors, Committees, Clerk & Parishioners
	a) Registration with the Information Commissioner’s Office – Registration form to go onto the website.
	b) Mobile Phone Reception – Cllrs Hartland & Barkley met with Robert   Stepniewski from WCC to discuss possible options. 
ACTION: Cllr Hartland to prepare a paper on the options for the September meeting.

104/26 Items for the next agenda: David Prescott, CEO of Three Counties to attend.


105/26 Date of next meeting:   The date of the next meeting was set for 17th September 2026.



   Signed   ………………………………………………………………                     (Chairman) Date: 17th September 2026








Appendix 1:	Schedule of Payments & Receipts 16th July 2026


	Payments Raised for Approval
	
	

	ICO
	Annual Registration
	 
	£52.00

	Peter Saunston
	Pathway Strimming
	 
	£300.00

	Red Penguin 
	Printing of Parish Survey
	 
	£654.00

	CALC
	SP Training
	 
	£19.20

	
	
	Total
	£1,025

	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	
	

	Quarsuk Ltd
	Field Hire 
	£150
	







Signed   ………………………………   Date: 17th September 2026
Chairman
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